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What do you think of people that carry guns on them?
HUGO BRITO, RUBY CERINO, ANDRES MARTINEZ, SERGIO ZAMORA, ADAM ZIEGENHALS / THE PROSPECTOR

ANDONI EUGUI

NATALIA FLORES

TOMAS SANDOVAL

“El Paso is a safe city, so there is no need
for someone to carry a gun with them.”

“It’s dangerous and super unnecessary
because, most likely, you won’t need it.”

“I think it’s a bad thing that they carry guns
in the open, it doesn’t send the correct
message.”

KRISHANNA TURNER

GUS LUTIA

“I think it can go both ways. Some people
use it for protection, others for other
reasons. If I lived in a town where crime was
high, I would probably carry one, too.”

“As long as they don’t shoot me.”

Freshman psychology major

Junior kinesiology major

Freshman psychology major

Senior education major

Sophomore accounting major

IBERIA RODRIGUEZ

Freshman kinesiology major
“I think that people who carry guns are on
their way to commit a crime or are being
paranoid.”

MICHAEL BUSTILLOS

Freshman environmental science
major

KEIGHTON ALLEN

Junior economics major

“People that carry guns shouldn’t really
cause concern, at least not to me. As long
as they are not waving it around and are
actually being responsible with one.”

“Those who lawfully have conceal and carry
permits are red-blooded, hot-dog eating,
baseball watching, ‘Murica-loving patriots,
who have the responsibility to defend the
constitution and the weak.”

OSELEONOLEME WILLIAMS

JONATHAN AVILA

“I think it’s perfectly fine. Everyone has the
right to protect themselves.”

“Its a good thing because people need to
protect themeselves, but at he same time, if
you know you’ll be in a familiar neighboorhood, then don’t cary one.”

Freshman nursing major

Junior baiology major
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Overrides cause overcrowding
BY BEN WOOLRIDGE
The Prospector
Before each semester at UTEP, students try to enroll in classes that best
fit their individual degree plans, but
sometimes it leads to classrooms exceeding the capacity limits.
Steven Alonzo, junior digital media
production major, has experienced
overcrowding in a documentary video practicum course he enrolled in
this semester.
“My class had more people than expected,” Alonzo said.
He said there were a few students
who were left standing, while others
sat randomly in chairs throughout the
room, which had a limited number of
computers available.
Kerri Harrison, department of
communication lecturer and advisor,
said that every academic department
turns in a schedule to the scheduling department with information
pertaining to the course, days, times
and number of students in a class for
each semester.
“It used to be that we could also
request the classroom, and generally speaking, we would get the classrooms we requested,” Harrison said.
She said specific room requests are
now reserved mainly for instructors
with disabilities or other issues, but
that the scheduling department still
tries to accommodate instructors.
“They have a formula that they now
work from, so we don’t request rooms
anymore,” Harrison said.
She said that overcrowding results
from classes that are being placed in

smaller rooms and instructors allowing students beyond the room capacity into their classrooms.

“All they have is a
number on a page
that says the
room seats this
many.”

- Kerri Harrison,
department of
communication lecturer and
advisor
“The room they have me teaching
in seats 30. I allow 30 students into
my class even though it’s capped
at 27,” Harrison said. “There’s no
place for me to sit when they’re
giving presentations.”
Amanda Vasquez, senior director
of enrollment services, said that there
are special circumstances where students are allowed to enroll beyond the
section capacity.
“Academic departments are given
discretion to issue special permis-

sion for students to enroll in a section beyond its original capacity so
long as the section’s enrollment does
not exceed the classroom’s capacity,”
Vasquez said. “This discretion is often very important in order to permit
students to register for classes that are
needed for timely graduation.”
Javier Villanueva, senior graphic
design major, also attended a class
that was overcrowded. He said the
principles of advertising class had
between 30 to 40 students, and
was moved from a small room in
Quinn Hall to a larger one in Cotton Memorial.
Villanueva said the move had a positive effect because it was nearer to his
job on campus.
Alonzo said that his many experiences with overcrowding have been
negative because they don’t permit
him to enroll in required courses.
“When you do not have enough
room, for example, in digital media
production, a student has to take another class just to fill a schedule,” he
said. “Then you have students who
cannot get into classes because they
are full, which now makes them overfill other classes.”
Harrison said that instructors
sometimes make errors by not keeping track of department overrides and
allowing students to enroll beyond
the section capacity limit.
“You’ll sign a waiver for somebody.
They hold on to it for two weeks. They
don’t register,” Harrison said.
She said another student is also given a waiver, and then the first student
decides to register.

New dining experience will open for fall
BY STEPHANIE FRESCAS
The Prospector
Construction for a new dining area
on the second floor of the Union East
Building will start April 25. The venue
is scheduled to open Aug. 1.
The World Of Wings will close the
day before construction starts, but
there is no date for its re-opening or
a new location yet.
Victor Pacheco, vice president for
business affairs, said the food court
and the El Paso Natural Gas Conference Center are being considered, but
that World of Wings will not open
before the new dining hall.
As a restaurant concept, the dining
hall will not include brands. Instead,
it will offer a variety of selections in
one buffet-type area. Though the
menus will change daily, the restaurant will include a Mongolian grill,
a deli station, American and Italian
comfort food and a salad bar, among
other options.
“We conducted some focus groups
about a year ago and we had several
students comment that they wanted
an all-you-care-to-eat cafeteria-style
menu,” Pacheco said. “These are very
popular at other universities, and
they cater a lot to residential students
who live on campus. So it’s real convenient to come eat at a venue like this.”
Although the main purpose of the
unnamed venue is to cater to students
with a meal plan, it will serve breakfast, lunch and dinner on weekdays,
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. throughout the
semester. Shorter weekend hours will
offer brunch and dinner menus.
Aymee Dominguez, sophomore
health promotions major, said she
was glad there would be more variety,
especially since she currently does not
have a lot of options as a vegetarian.

“I would like to have a vegetarian
restaurant,” Dominguez said. “We
have Quiznos and another one, but
it’s not that good. I’d like veggie burgers or something like that. They just
give us salads.”
Alhough a vegetarian-specific station is not planned, Ofelia Dominguez, director of Union Services, said
the new venue will give students with
vegetarian and gluten restrictions
more selections.
The expenses for construction of
the site will be covered by the food
service management company, Sodhexo, who will also be taking charge
of the operation of the buffet.
Although construction will not begin for some months, the pool tables
that were previously located in the
area of the planned renovation were
removed. Dominguez said the tables
will not be relocated after construction is over.
“We totally did away with them because, for one thing, they were hardly
being used and that was taking up a
lot of space,” Dominguez said.
This will be the third renovation to
this dining area in the past four years,
but the first change to the back area since
the WOW was put in nine years ago.
“We did some renovations a few
years back, and that was to update
that whole front area that’s facing into
the center lounge,” Dominguez said.
“We had not touched that front area
in a long time. The back area was not
touched at all.”
Stephanie Frescas may reached at theprospectordaily.
news@gmail.com.

“Now you have one more than
you’re supposed to,” she said.
Vazquez said that the Enrollment
Services Center and the Environmental Health and Safety Office work
together to monitor instances of overenrollment to ensure that sections do
not exceed classroom capacity.
“There were no sections that exceeded classroom capacity this term,”
Vazquez said.
Harrison said that even though she
does not consider overcrowding to
be a serious issue and those issues

regarding rooms that exceed capacity
limits are resolved, detailed knowledge of the rooms to prevent overcrowding is still lacking.
“All they have is a number on a page
that says the room seats this many,”
Harrison said.
Ben Woolridge may be reached at theprospectordaily.
news@gmail.com.
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Indoor go-kart speedway is sparking up attention

HUGO BRIT0/ THE PROSPECTOR
New motor speedway is located at 8600 Gateway East Blvd.

BY VALERIE HERRERA
The Prospector
A new motor speedway opened in
East El Paso on Feb. 6, but plans for
the official ribbon cutting of Zero to
60 Motor Speedway is expected to
take place Mar. 6.
The track, located at 8600 Gateway East Blvd. in the Kessler Industrial Park, is a quarter-mile long and
can accommodate about eight to
10 drivers at a time. The indoor gokart speedway features 100 percent
electric Sony-manufactured go-karts
from France that can hit top speeds of
50 miles per hour.
“We are the only motor speedway in
the country to carry the latest generation of kart technology from Belgium
and Europe,” said Joe Acosta, partner and operator of Zero to 60 Motor Speedway. “The manufacturer is
known to be the best in the world as
far as karting and we are very lucky
and proud to have it.”
Adult go-kart drivers must be at
least 16 years of age with a valid
driver’s license. Racers under the age
of 18 must have a minor release form
signed by a parent or guardian and
notarized if not present. All adult riders must be a minimum of 11 years of
age and at least five-foot-4-inches tall.
Acosta said for safety precautions, it
is recommended that all drivers wear
closed-toe shoes and their hair tied
up inside the helmet during the race.
“They are a blast to ride and get
your adrenaline running high,” Acosta said.
All races are based on time and not
on position. The races are usually
eight to 10 minutes long and drivers

are able to get about 20 to 25 laps in
during one race.
“The 15th lap is usually the best one
in most races and we have software
technology that is able to track the
times for every lap,” Acosta said. “The
program enables us to keep a record
of the best drivers so we can invite
them back to compete in other races.”
Kevin Keenan, senior computer science major, said this is something El
Paso has been anticipating.
“The city is growing and we don’t
see a lot of unique attractions developing around here so this sounds
unique and thrilling,” Keenan said.
The main attraction of Zero to
60 are the go-karts, however the
30,000-square-foot facility also features a retail shop, a bar that serves
beer and wine, other concessions,
pool tables and a lounge area with
Wi-Fi. Drivers are allowed to have a
maximum of two drinks prior to entering a race.
Television monitors displayed
throughout the facility will air Nascar
and Formula One races, other sporting events and fights throughout the
day.
Zero to 60 also features two large
private rooms available to rent for any
type of event such as birthdays and
corporate meetings.
“We want to accommodate to everyone,” Acosta said. “Parents can
eat some lunch and do some work
in the lounge area while the kids enjoy themselves in the speedway, and
anyone using our private rooms for a
meeting, for example, can grab a bite
to eat and race the karts in between
breaks.”
The motor speedway will also have
a kitchen that will offer a variety of

unique menu items named after auto
phrases. Some items they will be
serving are appetizers, hamburgers,
hotdogs and nachos. The kitchen is
scheduled to be ready by the end of
this month.
Mariel Frias, sophomore media
advertising major, said Zero to 60 is
interesting.
“I have never heard of this before,
but I would love to try it out,” Frias
said.
The ideas for the Zero to 60 Speedway were sparked three years ago.

“El Paso is like a hidden treasure
and is growing in a good direction,”
Acosta said. “It doesn’t really have a
lot of entertainment areas that are appealing to adults and young adults,
which is why we decided that El Paso
was the right market for this kind of
industry.”
Acosta said the concept of the company is automotive so they are looking to work with local dealerships in
town to showcase their latest models
and new vehicles.

“It was an incredible and massive
project, but we are proud of it and
happy to bring it to El Paso for the
community to enjoy,” Acosta said.
Zero to 60 is open every day of
the week, Monday through Thursday from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m., Friday
to Saturday from 11 a.m. to midnight
and Sundays from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m..
Each race costs about $20 per race per
driver.
Valerie Herrera may be reached at theprospectordaily.
ent@gmail.com.

HUGO BRITO / THE PROSPECTOR
The indoor go-kart speedway features 100 percent electric Sony manufactured go-karts from France.
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Girl empowerment comes to UTEP

PHOTO COURTESY/ LATINITAS FACEBOOK PAGE
The college chica workshop will be held Feb.21 at the Mike Loya Services building.

BY JULIA HETTIGER
The Prospector
Latinitas, an organization that
works to empower young Latina
girls, will be collaborating with UTEP
to host their College Chica Workshop. The purpose of the workshop is
to explain the importance of college
through campus visits, presentations
and other activities.
The event will take place on Feb.
21, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Mike
Loya Academic Services building.
Girls ages nine to 17 are encouraged
to attend and learn about the importance of education.

“We want girls to walk away inspired to focus on education and to
give them the tools they need to get
ready for college early,” said Alicia
Rascon, co founder of Latinitas.
The girls who attend the workshop
will have the opportunity to meet
with college mentors and interview
professional women with college
degrees.
“The workshops will give girls a
breakdown of the steps needed to apply for college and how they can start
preparing throughout middle and
high school to get ready for college,”
Rascon said.

There will be workshops to help
girls prepare financially for college by
covering the basics of financial aid.
“We will also help girls in planning how they can fund their college
education through financial aid and
scholarships,” Rascon said.
Participants will go on a tour of
UTEP and meet with student leaders,
giving them the chance to ask questions and get hands-on experience
from current college students.
They will also work in teams to create public service announcements to
help share the importance of college
with their peers.

Rascon and her colleagues at Latinitas hope to recruit 100 girls from
middle and high schools in the El
Paso area for the event.
“Latinitas offers numerous outreach
programs to help empower girls to
build confidence, discover their voice
and grow as leaders,” Rascon said.
The College Chica Workshops offer
many other programs and activities
to encourage girls to be leaders and
take charge in many aspects of their
lives.
“We host monthly girl empowerment programs and offer ongoing
after-school programs in partnership

with local schools and community
centers,” Rascon said.
Latinitas will also be having an
event titled Viva la Mujer as a celebration for Women’s History Month on
Mar. 27, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
at Café Mayapan at 2000 Texas Ave.
They will also be collaborating with
the UTEP Women in Business Association to host their Girl Power Fest
in April.
Latinitas is located at 215 N.
Mesa. For more information, call
915-219-8554.
Julia Hettiger may be reached at the prospectordaily.
ent@gmail.com.
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Men’s basketball streaking, in second place of Conference USA
BY LUIS GONZALEZ
The Prospector
The UTEP men’s basketball team
has won six-straight games and sits
alone in second place in Conference
USA. After two wins at home, first
against Charlotte and then against
Old Dominion, the Miners’ 10-3 conference record trails only Louisiana
Tech’s 10 wins and two losses. UTEP’s
longest conference home stretch continues when they host the University
of Texas at San Antonio on Saturday,
Feb. 21, at the Don Haskins Center.
“We had expectations of this team
and we would have expected that,”
said Miner head coach Tim Floyd
about the team’s current place in the
standings. “We got a long way to
go, we got five really, really difficult
games to go.”
UTEP came in to this past weekend’s games on a four-game winning
streak set to face one of the worst
teams in the league, record-wise.
The Charlotte 49ers came to El Paso
with an unthreatening 3-7 conference record, but it was a team who
had narrowly lost at Old Dominion,
at Middle Tennessee and took UAB to
overtime.
“I think everybody should see that
team, which is now 3-8 (in the conference), is very, very, talented and
once they figure it out, it’s going to
be a team that everybody is going to
have to reckon with in the conference
tournament,” Floyd said. “The kind of
team that can just storm through it
and win four games.”
After an uncharacteristic fast start
that saw UTEP get out to a 10-2 lead,
the Miners had to battle throughout
the rest of the game to ward off a very
resilient Charlotte squad.
Charlotte shot the ball well in the
first period, but the Miners’ defense
just did not allow the 49ers to shoot
much. The visitors made half of the
shots they took during the first 20
minutes of play, but they also turned
it over 14 times. UTEP took advantage of the forced turnovers, scoring
15 points off of them.
A 34-27 lead at the break was cut
down to as little as three with about
a minute left in the game, and those
unthreatening 49ers had all of a sudden put UTEP’s victory in danger.
The Miners allowed Charlotte to get
close because of their struggles when
it came to rebounding the ball. Charlotte outrebounded UTEP 39-26, in-

cluding 12 on the offensive glass in
the second half.
UTEP went 9-10 from the freethrow line to finish the game and secure the 73-68 win.
“All in all, it’s a good win,” Floyd
said.
The Miners followed the hardfought victory with what could arguably be their biggest victory of the
season.
The once-nationally ranked Old
Dominion Monarchs came into the
Don Haskins Center and left having
scored less than 50 points for only the
second time this year. Floyd’s men
played some of the best defense they
have played all year and limited the
Monarchs to a woeful 26.9 percent
shooting in the first half and 30.8 percent for the game.
Senior guard Julian Washburn had
the challenge of guarding one of the
top offensive players in Conference
USA in Old Dominion’s Trey Freeman. Averaging 16 points a game,
Washburn limited Freeman to just
six points on nine attempts from the
field.
“I think that’s probably the best
defense we’ve played all year,” said
senior guard C.J. Cooper. “Julian
(Washburn) shut down their main
player and I think he affected all of
us.”
The game ended fittingly with
UTEP forcing a turnover that resulted
in Washburn slamming on the other
end to seal the 62-47 Miner win.
The Miners’ six-game winning
streak is the longest active streak in
the conference and is one win shy of
tying the longest of the season. Western Kentucky, who has lost three of
their last five games, started the conference season with seven-straight
victories.
The second-place Miners now turn
their attention to the UTSA Roadrunners. Both teams will have plenty of
time to prepare since they will be off
on Thursday night while the rest of
the conference remains active.
The Roadrunners are coming off an
eight-point loss to Charlotte this past
Saturday in San Antonio, but are one
of the better road teams in Conference USA. UTSA will be looking to
avenge its loss to UTEP earlier this
season, when the Miners traveled to
San Antonio and came away with a
73-55 victory.
“I think they’ve won as many
road games as we have,” Floyd said.

“They’ve been outstanding on the
road and that will be difficult here.”
UTSA has actually won four games
on the road, compared to UTEP’s
five, but that is still good enough to
put them among the top three in the
conference when it comes to playing
away from home.
UTSA’s 7-6 conference record, 1311 overall, is good enough for sixth
place in the conference and they still
face the possibility of finishing among
the top four teams, which means they
will receive a first-round bye in the
conference tournament.
The Roadrunners are among the
best offenses in the league, averaging
72 points per game, just a tad better than the 69.7 UTEP is averaging.
When it comes to defense though, the
gap is a little wider. UTEP is third in
Conference USA in scoring defense,
allowing 62.9 points per game. UTSA,
on the other hand, sits in the bottom
three, allowing opponents to score
just over 70 points per contest.
After having to deal with Old Dominion’s Freeman, the task will not get

any easier for UTEP as UTSA brings
to town another explosive scorer
in senior forward Jeromie Hill. The
6-foot-8, 250-pound Australian was
just named the co-player of the week
in Conference USA, and is averaging
16.8 points per game—third best in
Conference USA. Hill is also among
the best rebounders in the league, averaging 7.8 boards per game. UTEP’s
Vince Hunter still leads the league in
that category with an average of 9.6.
Hill will not come to El Paso alone.
Three other Roadrunners are averaging points in double figures and
are among the top 25 scorers in the
league. Senior guard Keon Lewis is
averaging 15.1 points, junior guard
Ryan Bowie is averaging 12.6 and the
senior center Kaj-Bjorn Sherman is
averaging 11.8. The 7-foot Sherman
is also averaging seven rebounds per
game, sixth best in Conference USA.
UTEP and UTSA have met seven
times over the years. The Miners lead
the series 6-1, with their most recent
victory coming earlier this season in
mid-January. The lone victory the

Roadrunners have against UTEP
came in 2011. On that occasion,
UTSA came into the Don Haskins
and beat the Miners 73-64 in what
was Floyd’s first year in charge of the
program. That UTEP team would go
on to lose to Memphis in the championship game of the conference tournament and to New Mexico in the
first round of the NIT.
Defense has been the staple of Tim
Floyd’s teams ever since he came back
to El Paso and the Miners will look to
continue to rely on that facet of the
game as they reach the final stages
of the regular season. With the possibility of a regular season conference
championship still very much real,
UTEP is focused on protecting their
home court every time they take the
floor.
“I think what we are bringing to our
home court is a team that can really,
really guard,” Floyd said. “If we can
continue to do that these next three
games then we have a chance to win.”

great matchups and some of the best
soccer the sport has to offer.
As any fan would know, the eight
matchups are split into two weeks.
The first week of competition pits
Jose Mourinho’s Chelsea against the
high-spending Paris St. Germain, the
ultra-talented Bayern Munich versus
Shaktar Donetsk, defending champions Real Madrid and Germany’s
Schalke 04 and Portuguese superpower FC Porto against the Swiss FC
Basel.
The most attractive of the four
games has to be the re-match of last
year’s quarterfinals when Chelsea
miraculously escaped elimination
against the Zlatan-less PSG. Plagued
by injuries and many underachieving players who have not seen their
best form throughout this season

the French squad cannot be considered the favorite by any stretch of the
imagination—especially when you
consider the fact that Chelsea is considerably better than that team that
was lucky to reach the semis of last
year’s tournament.
Cesc Fabregas, Juan Cuadrado and
Diego Costa are significant upgrades
that have contributed to Chelsea playing very un-Mourinho like—that is
enjoyable to watch.
I would add Thibaut Courtois to the
list, but it seems Petr Cech is set to
make the start, even though it seems
crazy to me. Cech is good, but Courtois is one of the best three keepers in
the world right now, at least.
I guess you can make a case for
PSG, because they really have nothing to lose. Those players like Thia-

go Silva, Edinson Cavani, Ezaquiel
Lavezzi, among others who seem to
still be hung over from the World Cup
could be compelled to show their best
football under the bright lights of the
biggest stage.
The combination of Silva and David Luiz is good enough to negate
the threat of Costa and Zlatan Ibrahimovic is the best forward in the
game—an attack centered around
him will always be dangerous.
PSG’s only chance of advancing
past the Premier League leaders will
come at home on Tuesday. They need
to go to Stanford Bridge with some
sort of advantage, two goals would
give them a real chance.
The question is, can they come together and produce their best form
when it matters most? And will

Mourinho let his side play or will the
special one be content with leaving
Paris not losing? Hopefully it’s the
first one and we get a game we all
enjoy.
There is not much to talk about
when it comes to the Bayern-Shaktar
matchup. The German powerhouse
who struggled coming out of the
winter break seem to be getting back
into their usual menacing form after a
8-0 annihilation of fellow Bundesliga
squad Hamburg.
It is still unbelievable for me to
think that Frank Ribery, Robert Lewandowski, Arjen Robben, Bastian

MICHAELA ROMAN / THE PROSPECTOR
Senior guard Julian Washburn has scored double figures in the past two games.

Luis Gonzalez may be reached at theprospectordaily.
sports@gmail.com.

Champions League is finally back
BY LUIS GONZALEZ
The Prospector
The Round
of 16 Champions League
draw is one of
the worst days
in sports.
I hate it.
Sure, we learn
who will play
who in the
first of the decisive stages of the most competitive
soccer tournament there is, but then
we have to wait months before these
matchups actually occur.
Thankfully though, the Champions
League is back this week with some

see CHAMPIONS on page 12

